
Dear Families,

Welcome to Term 1 Week 10. As we reach the end of Term 1, I would like to take
a moment to acknowledge the efforts, achievements, and special events that
have taken place throughout the term and over the past few weeks.

A huge well done to our Year 6 students who attended camp at Phillip Island
last week. This experience provided students with the opportunity to develop
independence, resilience, and teamwork while enjoying a range of outdoor
activities. I had the pleasure of attending camp on Tuesday and thoroughly
enjoyed the walk to the beach, watching students engage with one another
and play along the shoreline.  Thank you to the staff (Ms Lamers, Miss Murray,
Miss Edgell, Miss Sassano, Ms Nightingale, Miss MacRae, Miss Simmons, Ms
Ohri, Miss Watson and Mr Layley) who supported the camp and ensured our
students had a memorable time.

Our Year 3 students also had a fantastic learning experience on their recent
excursion to the Melbourne Museum. The feedback from students and staff
has been overwhelmingly positive, with students particularly enjoying the First
Peoples’ exhibition and the Dinosaur Walk. Excursions like these bring
learning to life, and we appreciate the planning and effort that goes into
making them successful.
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Coming Together To Learn 

Recently, we celebrated Harmony Day, and it was wonderful to see so many
students dressed in traditional cultural attire and orange to recognise the
importance of inclusivity and respect. A special thank you to our families who
joined us for our open morning—it was great to see such strong community
involvement and support.

To our families who have recently celebrated Eid, we hope you had a joyful
and blessed time with your loved ones.

Congratulations to our Foundation students who this week finish their first
term at school, a wonderful achievement. I have enjoyed seeing them develop
their confidence and routines around our school. 

As we conclude the term, I would like to thank our students, families, and staff
for their ongoing commitment to our school community. I hope everyone
enjoys a safe and restful Easter holiday break, and we look forward to seeing
you all in Term 2! School returns on Tuesday 22nd April, 2025. This will be a
short week, with Friday 25th April being a Public Holiday for Anzac Day.

Kind Regards

Cassy Hoggins

LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL Cont...



 

Coming Together To Learn 

ASSEMBLY DATES 2025
We extend a warm invitation to join us at our upcoming school assembly! As we
gather together, we'll celebrate our students' achievements, share important
updates, and foster a sense of community. Your presence enriches our school
culture, and we look forward to seeing you there. 

Please note that we hold three assemblies each term: two throughout and a final
one which reviews our successes for the term. Below are the dates and times of our
assemblies for the year.

Term 1
Friday 4th April - End of term 1:30pm

Term 2
Monday 12th May - 2:30pm
Monday 16th June - 2:30pm 
Friday 4th July - End of term 1:30pm

Term 3
Monday 11th August - 2:30pm
Monday 8th September - 2:30pm
Friday 19th September - End of term 1:30pm

Term 4
Monday 27th October - 2:30pm
Monday 24th November - 2:30pm
Friday 19th December - End of Year 2:30pm
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

 

Coming Together To Learn 

TERM 1

Dates Event

Tuesday 1st April School Cross Country - Y3 - 6

Friday 4th April
Hat Day Party - Parade 9.00am

Assembly 1.30pm

Friday 4th April LAST DAY OF TERM - DISMISSAL 2.10pm

TERM 2

Date Event

Monday 21st April PUBLIC HOLIDAY - NO SCHOOL

Tuesday 22nd April Students return to school

Thursday 24th April ANZAC Assembly

Friday 25th April PUBLIC HOLIDAY - NO SCHOOL

Monday 28th April School Photos

Wednesday 7th May Year 4 Sea Life Aquarium Excursion

Thursday 8th May Mothers Day Stall

Monday 12th May Maths Mania - 5pm-6pm



H A T  A R E  I N V I T E D

GYPS HAT
DAY PARTY

 4 APRIL | 9:00am

We are excited to host a Hat Parade to celebrate
the end of our school term and Easter. 

Students will be creating their hats at school. 

If families would like to design a hat at home with
their child, they are welcome to wear it to the

parade as well!

Gold coin donation in support of 
The Royal Children’s Hospital Good Friday Appeal

Y O U  A N D  Y O U R
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As we enter April, we acknowledge and celebrate the many cultural New Year
traditions observed by communities within our school and beyond. Across various
cultures, the New Year is a time for reflection, renewal, and coming together with
family and friends.

Between April 13 and 16, several New Year celebrations will take place, each rich in
tradition and significance. Songkran (Thai New Year) is marked by vibrant
festivities, including water fights symbolising renewal and purification. Similarly,
Thingyan (Burmese New Year) celebrates life and rebirth, marking the start of
Myanmar’s lunar calendar.

Choul Chnam Thmey (Khmer New Year) and Pii Mai (Lao New Year) coincide with
these celebrations, signifying the end of the harvest season and the beginning of a
new cycle. These festivals include traditional rituals such as washing Buddha statues
and building sand stupas for merit-making.

On April 14, Aluth Avurudda (Sinhalese New Year) and Puthandu (Tamil New Year)
bring families together for festivities rooted in Sri Lankan and Tamil traditions
based around the Solar New Year. The same day also marks Vaisakhi, an important
harvest festival widely celebrated by the Sikh community, as well as Navavarsha
(Nepalese New Year) and Maithil New Year, both observed with prayers,
celebrations, and cultural traditions.

April 15 brings Pohela Boishakh (Bengali New Year), a time when homes are cleaned
and decorated, families visit temples, and people welcome prosperity for the year
ahead.

At Gaayip-Yagila Primary School, we are proud to recognise and celebrate the
cultural diversity within our community. We extend our best wishes to all those
celebrating these New Year traditions—may they bring joy, happiness, and success
to you and your families!
Wishing everyone a wonderful start to the New Year!

Celebrating the Many New Years Ahead
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Coming Together To Learn 

Thank you to those additional parents who have nominated to be a part of
our School Council for 2025.

We have one final vacancy. If you are interested in joining our school council,
please email gaayip.yagila.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

Our current 2025 School Council members are as follows:

School Council Update

Dates for future meetings: 

Wednesday 23rd April (onsite)
Wednesday 21st May (onsite)
Wednesday 18th June (online)
Wednesday 23rd July (onsite)
Wednesday 20th August (online)
Wednesday 17th September (online)
Wednesday 22nd October (onsite)
Wednesday 19th November (online)
Wednesday 10th December (onsite - dinner meeting)

mailto:gaayip.yagila.ps@education.vic.gov.au


T u e s d a y  1 8 t h  M a r c h
9 . 3 0 a m  a n d  4 . 3 0 p m

T h u r s d a y  1 s t  M a y

9 . 3 0 a m  a n d  4 . 0 0 p m

M o n d a y  2 6 t h  M a y

9 . 3 0 a m  a n d  4 . 0 0 p m

W e d n e s d a y  2 n d  A p r i l
9 . 3 0 a m  a n d  4 . 3 0 p m

W e d n e s d a y  1 4 t h  M a y

9 . 3 0 a m  a n d  4 . 3 0 p m

F r i d a y  1 3 t h  J u n e

9 . 3 0 a m  a n d  4 . 0 0 p m

ENROLMENTS
OPEN 2026

SCHOOL TOURS

BOOK A TOUR NOW
S c a n  t h e  Q R  c o d e  b e l o w  o r  v i s i t

s i g n u p . c o m / g o / u i G v z v N

CONTACT US
( 0 3 )  9 2 1 6  3 2 0 0
g y p s . v i c . e d u . a u

g a a y i p . y a g i l a . p s @ e d u c a t i o n . v i c . g o v . a u

INFO EVENING
W E D N E S D A Y ,  M A Y  7 T H

S c a n  t h e  Q R  c o d e  b e l o w  o r  v i s i t
s i g n u p . c o m / g o / M A E W f x g  

ENROLMENT FORMS DUE BY 25TH OF JULY 

http://signup.com/go/uiGvzvN
http://signup.com/go/uiGvzvN
https://signup.com/go/MAEWfxg
https://signup.com/go/MAEWfxg
https://signup.com/go/MAEWfxg


ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
CURRICULUM UPDATE
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Teaching Reading:

As we reach the end of our first term, we are excited to share the progress of our
new literacy teaching structures. This term, we have focused on developing
students’ reading comprehension through engaging read-alouds and exposure to
high-quality texts suited to their age and interests.
Each year level has explored carefully selected texts that support comprehension
strategies and encourage rich discussions:

Foundation students examined the works of Mo Willems, particularly his well-
loved 'Pigeon' books, sparking joy and engagement in early reading
experiences.
Year 1 students explored character emotions through texts such as My Mouth is
a Volcano, The Dot, and Stellarphant, helping them connect with characters
and their feelings.
Year 2 students delved into the imaginative and detailed worlds of Graeme
Base, reading The Eleventh Hour and The Last King of Angkor Wat.
Year 3 students studied the works of Anthony Browne, engaging with Piggy
Book and Silly Billy to explore deeper meanings in storytelling.
Year 4 students examined personal identity through powerful texts such as
Boy, The Proudest Blue, and The Boy Who Tried to Shrink His Name.
Year 5 students completed a novel study on Staying Alive in Year 5, analysing
character development and themes relevant to their own experiences.
Year 6 students engaged in a novel study of Holes, exploring themes of
resilience, justice, and interconnected narratives.

By implementing this approach to reading instruction, all students have had the
opportunity to discuss, analyse, and engage with high-quality literature in a
supportive learning environment. These shared reading experiences help students
develop their comprehension strategies while fostering a love for literature.

We look forward to building on this foundation in Term 2 and continuing to
enhance our students’ literacy journey!
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Planning For Success:

Over the past week, our dedicated teachers have engaged in planning days to
evaluate student learning and prepare for a successful Term 2. These sessions
have provided valuable opportunities to analyse student achievement data, reflect
on teaching practices, and refine learning programs across key areas, including
numeracy, literacy, humanities, and specialist subjects.

By closely examining student progress, teachers have been able to identify
strengths and areas for growth, ensuring that learning experiences are targeted
and responsive to students' needs. This data-informed approach allows us to
refine teaching strategies, implement new initiatives, and enhance student
engagement in meaningful ways.

Planning days also provide an opportunity for collaboration, with teachers working
together to share insights, resources, and best practices. This ensures a consistent
and high-quality learning experience across all year levels.

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
CURRICULUM UPDATE

 

Coming Together To Learn 
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SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 

 

Our School Photo Day will be held on Monday, April 28th. To order your
child's photos visit www.advancedlife.com.au and enter our school's code:
M5C 37K VMP.

For more information, please see the flyer below.

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.advancedlife.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Callisha.pike%40education.vic.gov.au%7C75c45b9d9be347a6812108dd700dc800%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638789927352765055%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TQa4cJMm7ZVexH7lUY2qz7Iwimw%2Bv9iYjsE%2BgVbqSlM%3D&reserved=0


In helping to celebrate the upcoming Mother’s Day
(or special person day), we will be hosting a

Mother’s Day stall on Thursday the 8th of May.
Students will be able to purchase a small gift for

mum or someone special in their lives. We
recommend that students bring along up to $10.00

to spend at the stall (for junior students, a clearly
marked envelope/bag with their name and class is

suggested).
Students will be able to purchase a maximum of 2

gifts each. Gifts will range in price from $1.00 -
$5.00.

We would be grateful to any parents who may be
available to assist during the morning of the stall. If

you could spend an hour or two assisting, please
complete the following form:

https://forms.gle/kfmTUDMtDJ6A7XiM8

Day

HAPPY
MOTHER'S

https://forms.gle/kfmTUDMtDJ6A7XiM8
https://forms.gle/kfmTUDMtDJ6A7XiM8
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In Visual Arts we’ve been continuing our unit on the Elements of Art –
line, colour, shape, tone, texture, space and form. 

Students have had a blast engaging in a range of workshops exploring the
elements of texture, space and form over the past few weeks. We learned
about actual and implied texture through the work of Indian-Australian artist
Amardeep Shergill and her phulkari-inspired sculptures, with Foundation –
Year 2 students creating texture rubbings and Year 3-6 students creating
textured wool collages. We experimented with positive and negative space by
making stencils and using spray bottle painting to create our own positive
and negative shape paintings, and learned about real and implied form by
making a range of pop-up artworks. 

Overall Term 1 has been a very exciting time for students to experiment with a
range of materials and techniques and engage with artists from different
contexts, and we’re looking forward to Term 2 where students will beginning
preparing for our GYPS Art Show in Term 4!

The Visual Arts Team
Marni Harris and Barbara Zerzouri.

VISUAL ARTS
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VISUAL ARTS

 



sc i ence  Fun
from Term 1

Dino
Dig!

Year 1s read about
echidnas and made
some of their own! 

Year 3 finished their unit
by being archaeologists

and searching for fossils
hidden in our sandpit! They
also made their own fossils

and painted them. 

This term, GYPS students have been learning
about Biological Science! 

Foundation were learning
about living things and
found some very nice
plants around our school. 



Our Foundation students are continuing to build their skills
with the Little Learners Love Literacy structure, exploring
letters, animals, numbers, and colours in Auslan. It’s been
wonderful to see their confidence and excitement grow with
every new sign!

Students in Years 1–2, have been expanding their
communication skills, focusing on expressing their interests
and preferences. After revising numbers and animals, they’ve
started exploring the Zones of Regulation and learning the
signs for different feelings. This has sparked meaningful
conversations about emotions while enhancing their signing
abilities.

Our students in Years 3–6 have also been diving into the Zones
of Regulation, mastering Auslan signs for various feelings.
They’ve started an exciting group project using constructed
action to act out a feeling of their choice in short plays. This
creative activity is helping them develop both expressive and
receptive Auslan skills while fostering teamwork and
creativity.

We've had many students express interest in learning more
Auslan! If you or your child would like to explore the basics,
Auslan Time with Geo on YouTube is a fantastic place to start.
The Signbank app is also a great resource for looking up
Auslan signs and expanding your knowledge.

AUSLAN
NEWS

What's been happening in
Auslan?

GYPS AUSLAN TEAM

We are incredibly proud of our amazing students for
their outstanding Auslan performances this term!

A heartfelt thank you to the parents who have attended
our assemblies to support and celebrate their

achievements. Your encouragement means so much!

Auslan
Moments
Captured







Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Gaayip-Yagila Primary School is excited
to be taking part! 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 and aims to help young readers
develop a lifelong love of reading.  It is not a competition; it is a personal challenge for children to
read a set number of books by 5 September 2025.

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books.

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian
Premier and former Premiers.

This year, the Challenge is celebrating its 20th anniversary with the theme ‘20 years of words and
wonder’ and a year of special activities. For details, follow the Victorian Premiers' Reading Challenge
Facebook

Since it began in 2005, more than 4.5 million young readers have taken part and together read more
than 63 million books!

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about the Victorian
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge 
You can also contact our school’s Challenge coordinator at gaayip.yagila.ps@education.vic.gov.au
with any questions. 

Happy reading!

https://www.facebook.com/VicPRC/
https://www.facebook.com/VicPRC/
http://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge


HUME CITY COUNCIL

Mickleham North Community Centre

Easter Hunt 
Join us for a word search egg hunt. 

 
For more information please contact 9356 6440 or
MicklehamNorthCC@hume.vic.gov.au

Sheets can be collected from Reception at Mickleham North
Community Centre.
 
Find the clues throughout Merrifield Estate and collect your Easter 
treat.

When: Thursday 3 April until Thursday 17 April 2025 
(or until eggs run out) 
9am – 5pm 

Time: 

Location: Mickleham North Community Centre 
82-90 St Georges Blvd, Mickleham 
Free

Cost: 

For information on our programs scan QR code or visit
hume.vic.gov.au/MicklehamNorthCommunityCentre

mailto:MicklehamNorthCC%40hume.vic.gov.au?subject=
mailto:MicklehamNorthCC%40hume.vic.gov.au?subject=
mailto:MicklehamNorthCC%40hume.vic.gov.au?subject=
https://www.hume.vic.gov.au/Residents/Community-Facilities/Community-Centres/Mickleham-North-Community-Centre
https://www.hume.vic.gov.au/Residents/Community-Facilities/Community-Centres/Mickleham-North-Community-Centre


join our giant

Easter EGG hunt
Welcome to the Merrifield & Mickleham North

Community Centre Easter Egg Hunt

The hunt will run from Thursday 3 April to Thursday 17 April 2025

Once you have completed the phrase, please visit Mickleham North
Community Centre to collect your Easter gift

Please note: The centre is open Monday - Friday 9am to 4:45pm

Complete the Easter Egg Hunt by finding the below tags:

St Georges Boulevard, Mickleham
Mickleham North Community Centre - 2 Tags

Blackmores Road, Mickleham
Mickleham Secondary School - 2 Tags
Gaayip-Yagila Primary School - 2 Tags

Carlingford Road, Mickleham
Holy Cross Catholic Primary School - 2 Tags

Rosehill Boulevard, Mickleham
Merrifield Sales Centre (MAB) - 3 Tags

Balmain Road, Mickleham
Metricon Display Homes - 3 Tags
Sherridon Display Homes - 2 Tags
Simmonds Display Homes - 4 Tags6

1

13

2

7

14

3

8

15

4

9

16

5

10

17

11

18

12

19 20







We’ve been teaching 
children and adults 

to swim and survive in
deep water since 1972!

LEARN TO SWIM
WITH THE 






