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Dear Families,

Welcome to Term 1 Week 8.

This week is Harmony Week, celebrated from 18th-22nd of March. Harmony Week is
dedicated to celebrating Australia's rich multicultural heritage. This year, under the
theme “Everyone Belongs” we have been celebrating cultural diversity in our classrooms.
Our Foundation students have attended the Mickleham North Community Centre this
week and contributed to the Harmony Forest. The display is looking amazing. 

Today students celebrated Harmony Day. Harmony Day, observed on March 21st, is a time
for us to embrace diversity, promote inclusivity, and foster a sense of belonging among all
members of our school community. This year, we commemorated Harmony Day with a
range of engaging activities and initiatives aimed at celebrating our cultural diversity and
promoting mutual respect and understanding. The day provided a wonderful opportunity
for students to participate in cross-age activities and learn about different cultures,
traditions, and perspectives. It was lovely to see our families join us at the end of the
school day. Thank you to Amanda Langman for her contribution to making the day a
success. 
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Tomorrow we have our major fundraising event for 2024. Students will be involved in the
Colour Run. A reminder to wear your white t-shirt and have a change of clothes in the
event you get a little too “colourful”!

Our Year 3 and Year 5 students have been completing NAPLAN throughout the past 2
weeks. Well done to all of our Year 3 and 5 students for how well they managed
themselves whilst completing these online tasks. We were grateful to have had the
opportunity to conduct a practice assessment the week prior, where we could iron out
some of the technical glitches. Thank you to Katrina Lamers, Lauren Menezes, Jacqui
Curthoys, Natasha Galea and Amy Perry and to all of the teachers who supported the
students, particularly with the organisation, to ensure the assessment ran smoothly.

Annual General Meeting: I will be presenting the School Annual Report at an extraordinary
School Council meeting on Wednesday 24th April. All members of the community are
welcome to attend to find out about the performance of the school over the last 12
months and our priorities for 2024. If you would like to attend, please contact the
administration team. 

Kind Regards

Cassy Hoggins
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I am delighted to inform you that Louise Bloomer, Sarah Fear, Vicki Fontaine and Manjot
Kaur have been elected to serve as parent members on the School Council at Gaayip-
Yagila Primary School for the next two years. I would also like to extend my sincere
appreciation and gratitude to Jithesh Pothera who was not elected as a member on this
occasion. It was a closely conducted ballot. Finally, I would like to thank all the parents
who actively participated in our school council elections this year. Your active
engagement, interest and support are vital for the success of our students, their learning,
and our school community.

Last night we held our first School Council meeting with the newly elected committee. The
first part of the meeting was to co-opt our community member for 2024. I would like to
welcome Simone Evans who was nominated and successfully co-opted onto our School
Council during this meeting. 

Simone is the Community Centre Leader for Mickleham North Community Centre and was
a member of our team in 2022 and 2023.

During our meeting, office bearers were elected as outlined below: 

 President – Sarah Fear
 Vice President – Luke Brownley
 Treasurer – Manjot Kaur
 Secretary – Katrina Lamers

The School Council plays a key role in enhancing the educational opportunities for all
students and strengthening community bonds. All School Councils are encouraged to
have a number of sub-committees to assist in the work that needs to be done. Sub-
committees provide advice and make recommendations to School Council. 
 
The Sub-committees formed for Gaayip-Yagila Primary School are listed below:

Building and Grounds
Education
Finance
Fundraising

We encourage community members to join our sub-committees to continue to strengthen
our community engagement. If you would like to join one of the above committees, please
see our administration team.

SCHOOL COUNCIL REPORT
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As we approach the vibrant festival of Holi, it's a wonderful opportunity to learn
more about this cherished cultural celebration. Holi, also known as the Festival of
Colours, is one of the most joyous and colourful festivals in Hindu culture,
celebrated with great enthusiasm across India and around the world. 

Holi typically falls in the month of March and holds great significance, symbolising
the victory of good over evil and the arrival of warmer, happier days (northern
hemisphere). Holi is celebrated on Monday 25th March in 2024.

During Holi, people come together to celebrate by throwing colourful powders and
water at each other, creating a magnificent spectacle of colours. This joyful
tradition represents the breaking down of barriers, the spreading of love and
happiness, and the renewal of friendships and relationships.

Apart from the playful colour-throwing, Holi is also a time for enjoying traditional
music, dance, and delicious food. Families and communities gather to share special
Holi delicacies such as gujiya (sweet dumplings) and thandai (a refreshing drink
made with milk, nuts, and spices).
Holi is not just about the festivities; it's also about fostering unity, forgiveness, and
inclusivity. It's a time to mend broken relationships, let go of grudges, and start
anew with a spirit of positivity and harmony.

At Gaayip-Yagila Primary School, we believe in celebrating diversity and embracing
cultural traditions from around the world. Through learning about festivals like Holi,
we aim to promote cultural understanding and appreciation among our students.
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CULTURAL CELEBRATION

HOLI: The Festival of Colours 
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WELLBEING AWARDS
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EXCELLENCE AWARDS
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EXCITING CHANGES IN HOW WE COMMUNICATE STUDENT PROGRESS

Over Term 1, we have implemented some changes to our teaching and learning
approaches in literacy and numeracy, we are filled with excitement for the new
term ahead. As we embark on this journey together, we're thrilled to share some
exciting updates regarding how we communicate your child's academic progress.

In the past, we've utilized Individual Learning Plans (ILPs) to keep you informed
about your child's achievements in Reading, Writing, and Mathematics. While this
system served its purpose, we're constantly seeking ways to enhance our
communication and provide you with a clearer understanding of your child's
learning journey.

This year, we're introducing an exciting shift towards an ongoing reporting
system. Our dedicated team of teachers will now assess and mark all students
along a comprehensive 5-point scale, directly against the outcomes taught in
class. This means that your child's progress will be consistently monitored and
communicated throughout the term.

Here's a breakdown of what you can expect from our new reporting system:

1. Assessment directly related to learning undertaken in class: Your child will be assessed
on a range of skills tailored to their learning journey. In Reading, there will be five key
learning outcomes assessed, four in Writing, five in Mathematics and four in Wellbeing.
This holistic approach ensures that we're not only focusing on academic achievements
but also nurturing your child's overall development and wellbeing.

                         

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORT

CURRICULUM UPDATE
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Each report will look like this: 

At the bottom of the page, a key will explain what each of the ratings in the 5-point
scale means:

2. Clear Communication: Twice a term, approximately around week 5 and 10 of each
term, you will receive a detailed report through Xuno outlining your child's progress.
This report will provide you with insights into how your child is tracking against the
skills taught in class, allowing you to have a deeper understanding of their strengths
and areas for improvement.

3. Supportive Suggestions: Alongside the report, we will also provide tailored
suggestions on how you can support your child's learning journey at home. Whether
it's practicing specific skills or engaging in activities that complement classroom
learning, these suggestions aim to foster a collaborative effort between home and
school to ensure your child's success.

Along with this ongoing reporting, we will also continue to provide our comprehensive
Semester Reports at the end of Term 2 and again at the end of Term 4. We believe
that this change will result in clearer and more transparent communication throughout
the year. By keeping you informed of your child's progress in real-time, we aim to
empower you to be active participants in your child's educational journey.

We're incredibly excited about this new chapter and the opportunities it brings for your
child's growth and development. As always, if you have any questions or concerns,
please don't hesitate to reach out to your child’s teacher.

Katrina Lamers
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Parents and family members are invited to attend an induction program for
volunteers at our school. As you know, volunteers play a vital role in supporting the
education and well-being of our students, and we welcome any assistance that
parents can provide.

The induction will provide an overview of our school’s policies and procedures, as well
as the roles and responsibilities of volunteers. It is a great opportunity to meet other
parents and school staff, learn about various volunteer opportunities available, and
gain an understanding of how you can make a positive impact in the lives of our
students.

The induction will be held on April 18th at 2:30pm. Please register to attend the session
here. All parents wanting to volunteer at the school in any capacity, including
attending events or excursions are required to complete the induction.
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PARENT HELPER INDUCTION

https://signup.com/go/ycKsDRc


As we near the end of term, we’re excited to communicate about what our students
have been learning in Auslan (Australian Sign Language). They’ve had a blast learning
a new language and they’ve made wonderful progress. Learning Auslan isn’t easy; but
our students have been doing a great job. It’s not just about learning a new language;
it’s also about understanding and appreciating different ways of communicating. 

This term, our students have been busy building a foundation in Auslan. They’ve learnt
the finger spelling alphabet, colours and everyday words. We are really proud of their
dedication and enthusiasm when learning Auslan.
 
For the next two weeks, students in Years 3-6 are going to use what they’ve learnt to
make an Auslan game. It’s a fun way for them to practise and explore Auslan
together. Meanwhile, our younger students in Foundation-Year 2 will be revising what
they’ve learnt this term. 

On April 13th it will be Auslan Day! The 13th of April 1989 was when the Auslan
(Australian Sign Language) dictionary was published. Previously, Auslan was known as
sign language. This publication officially gave the deaf community a name for their
language. Auslan later became recognised as a community language in Australia in
1991. Auslan Day is a great way to celebrate this.
 
As we head into the holiday break, we hope everyone has a fantastic time with family
and friends. Thank you for supporting your child’s learning journey. 

Auslan Team!
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AUSLAN NEWS
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A big congratulations to the following students who represented GYPS & Craigieburn
North, South & Greenvale District at the Woodlands Division swimming trials.

Isaac Brownley: 50m Backstroke (3rd Place) & 50m Breaststroke (4th Place)

Grace Brownley: 50m Backstroke (1st Place) & 50m Breaststroke (1st Place)

Daniel Brownley: 50m Backstroke (3rd Place)

We would like to wish Grace the best of luck at the Northern Metropolitan Region
Trials being held on Thursday the 21st of March. 

PE Team
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PE NEWS



ALERT: GET READY FOR THE BEST SCHOOL DAY EVER!

Hi Gaayip-Yagila Primary School families,

Our School Fun Run is coming up in just two weeks! Thank you so much for your
support so far. We have already raised $4500 toward our goal of $35,000 for sports
equipment and our outdoor kitchen project!

We have co-ordinated our fun run to align with the timing of the Holi Festival.  Holi
festival is a festival of colours and everyone is looking forward to celebrating this
cultural event by making our students colourful on Friday!

It’s not too late to create a profile or start fundraising. Just jump on funrun.com.au to
get started.

The greatest part of the event is if you are unable to donate yourself, you can share
the link with trusted family, friends and colleagues.

Event Details: 

Friday the 22nd of March 

9am-1:30pm 

GYPS Oval

What to bring:

White t-shirt
Old runners
Shorts that can be coloured
Water bottle
Towel 
Change of clothes

We are so excited to see all the HAPPY KIDS & PROUD PARENTS on event day! 
Thank you.

PE Team
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http://www.funrun.com.au/


order your school photos now
to order visit: www.advancedlife.com.au

enter code: M5C 37K VMP



 

Donnybrook Dental 

00% OFF 

Come meet our friendly team at Don-
nybrook Dental .We provide friendly
and affordable preventative, general
and advanced dental services . 

Donnybrook Dental truly believe that 
patients deserve the highest stand-
ard of dental care. 

Whether you are looking for a family
dentist, cosmetic dentist or an emer-
gency dentist, we offer friendly and
affordable general and advanced
dental services. 

• Emergency Dental 

• Dentist Check-up 

• Sleep Dentistry 

• Crowns and Bridges 

• Veneers 

• Dentures 

• Mouth Guards 

• Root Canal treatment

• Teeth Whitening 

• Wisdom Teeth 

3064 

 
Phone: 
03 7038 0599 

Shop T017 A

Merrifield City 250-
270 Donnybrook 
Rd Mickleham VIC 

tel:0370380599
tel:0370380599




Enrol your
child in

their 2024
class. 






