
Dear Families,

Welcome to Term 2 Week 2. I hope you enjoyed the holiday break celebrating
Easter, soaking up our gorgeous Autumn weather and spending time with
family and friends. 

We welcome a number of new staff to our school from the start of Term 2.
Ms Bernadette Seaman has joined our Year 4 team. 
Miss Bronte Entwisle will be involved in Year 2 tutoring and short term
teacher replacement.
Ms Lisa Hastings has joined our Learning Support Team.
Mr Fariu Teo Ona has joined our Learning Support Team.

On Thursday 24  April, our school leaders respectfully led a commemorative
ceremony to mark ANZAC Day, honouring the service and sacrifice of
Australian and New Zealand servicemen and women. The ceremony included
the reading of the Ode, a moment of silence, and the playing of the Last Post.
Students demonstrated great maturity and understanding of the significance
of the day, fostering a sense of respect, reflection, and pride across our school
community.

th

GAAYIP-YAGILA
PRIMARY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
THE LATEST EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR

OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY

LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Coming Together To Learn 

  M A Y  1 S T  2 0 2 5  |  V O L . 5   I S S U E  6



 

Coming Together To Learn 

Term 2 is an 11 week term with lots on! Get your diary’s out, write in the events
for your family and be ready for another great term at Gaayip-Yagila Primary
School. Some events we look forward to include:

Excursions – Y4 Sealife 
Mother's Day Stall
Year 4 – 6 District and Regional Cross Country
Education Week, including our Family Maths night
Year 3 and 4 swimming program
School tours

This term we also have our whole school Professional Practice Day on
Thursday 22  May. Teachers will be focusing on the improved delivery of high-
quality teaching and learning, including moderation, assessment and
reporting. Students will not be required to attend school on this day.
TheirCare will provide a service for students if required. 

nd

To ensure you stay on top of our key information I encourage you to read
through our fortnightly newsletters and review the ‘Calendar of Events’ page. 

Gaayip-Yagila Primary School was approached by the Australian Election
Commission to be a polling centre for the 2025 Federal Election. At this stage,
we have been unable to arrange for a BBQ to be present onsite.

Again, welcome back and we wish your children a great term of growth and
achievement!

Kind Regards

Cassy Hoggins

LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL Cont...

  M A Y  1 S T  2 0 2 5  |  V O L . 5   I S S U E  6



 

Coming Together To Learn 

ASSEMBLY DATES 2025
We extend a warm invitation to join us at our upcoming school assembly! As we
gather together, we'll celebrate our students' achievements, share important
updates, and foster a sense of community. Your presence enriches our school
culture, and we look forward to seeing you there. 

Please note that we hold three assemblies each term: two throughout and a final
one which reviews our successes for the term. Below are the dates and times of our
assemblies for the year.

Term 2
Monday 12th May - 2:30pm
Monday 16th June - 2:30pm 
Friday 4th July - End of term 1:30pm

Term 3
Monday 11th August - 2:30pm
Monday 8th September - 2:30pm
Friday 19th September - End of term 1:30pm

Term 4
Monday 27th October - 2:30pm
Monday 24th November - 2:30pm
Friday 19th December - End of Year 2:30pm
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

 

Coming Together To Learn 

TERM 2

Date Event

Wednesday 7  Mayth Year 4 Sea Life Aquarium Excursion

Thursday 8  Mayth Mothers Day Stall

Friday 9  Mayth Year 4-6 District and Regional Cross Country

Monday 12  Mayth Year 1 Science Incursion - Professor Bunsen

Wednesday 14  Mayth School Tours 9:30am & 4pm

Monday 19  Mayth Maths Mania   5pm - 6pm

Thursday 22  Maynd STUDENT FREE DAY

Monday 26  Mayth School Tours 9:30am & 4pm

Monday 19  - Tuesday 20  Mayth th Year 2 Yarra Valley Water Incursion

Monday 26  - Friday 30  Mayth th Year 4 Swimming Program

Monday 2  - Friday 6  Junend th Year 3 Swimming Program

Friday 13  Juneth School Tours 9:30am & 4pm
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

Over the holidays, we have seen some exciting works begun at school:

Nature Walk – During the April holiday period, the space between the rear of the
Year 4 portables and the playground has been begun its transformation into our
new Nature Walk. ID Landscaping has done a fantastic job bringing this project to
life. I encourage you to talk a walk along the path and identify the animal
footprints.

In collaboration with CERES, toward the end of Term 2, a variety of tube stock
grasses will be planted by students to create an inviting, sustainable outdoor
learning and reflection space for our students. To help protect the smaller, newly
planted vegetation as it establishes, we will have bunting in place as a visual
reminder for students to avoid walking through the area. We look forward to this
space becoming a valuable and much-loved part of our school grounds. 
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

Outdoor Seating 

Between the Science portable and the playground we have also put down a
concrete pad. We are awaiting the arrival of 3 bench seats which will be installed in
this space. This is expected in the coming 3 - 4 weeks. This will provide students with
a place to sit, take a break between active play, and connect with friends in a social
and accessible area adjacent to the playground. It offers a practical and welcoming
space for students to gather, chat, and recharge before heading back to class.

This outdoor project has been overseen by Sally Hill, one of our Leading Teachers
responsible for Specialised Projects.

Ramps rectification works  

Over the past 18 months, we have been working closely with the Victorian School
Building Authority (VSBA) and associated consultants regarding the ramps located
across our school site. Following thorough assessments, some of our ramps were
found to be non-compliant with current safety and accessibility standards. 

Over the coming weeks the ‘VSBA Ramp Rectification Project’ will address these
concerns. The majority of rectification works were originally scheduled for
completion during the recent school holiday period, however, works did not
commence as expected and will now be undertaken during the school term. To
ensure student safety temporary fencing will be placed around areas that works
are being undertaken. 

We look forward to the completion of these works to ensure student, staff and
families safety.
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ARTS AWARDS
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AUSLAN AWARDS
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SCIENCE AWARDS
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Day

HAPPY
MOTHER'S

Our annual Mother Day Stall will be held onsite on
Thursday 8th May, giving students the opportunity to
select a special gift. Please send your child along with

between $2 and $5 and a bag to hide the gift in!
Here is a sneak peek of some of the lovely gifts your

children will be able to purchase on the day.



 

Coming Together To Learn 

Since the COVID-19 pandemic, student attendance has become a growing
challenge across all schools, with more families choosing to keep children
home for non-essential reasons—including birthdays, travel, and minor
illnesses. While some absences are unavoidable, consistent attendance is
crucial for student learning, wellbeing, and long-term success.

At Gaayip-Yagila Primary School, our dedicated wellbeing team has worked
hard to reverse this trend. We are proud to report that in 2024, only 42% of
our students had 20 or more days absent—an improvement from previous
years, and notably better than both similar schools (47%) and the network
average (46%), and close to the state average of 39%.
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Attendance Matters - Every Day Counts



By the end of Term 1 we have already had 7% of students absent for more
than 20 days. 13% of students have not had any absences during the first
term. Well done to those students on being present at school every day.

We thank families for their partnership in making this improvement possible
and encourage ongoing commitment to daily school attendance. Every day
at school builds knowledge, routine, friendships, and confidence. Learning
happens from the beginning of the school day, right up until students leave
at the end of the day and missing even the last session of (2:20–3:10pm) can
add up over time. We understand that late drop offs and early pick-ups are
sometimes necessary, but regular early departures mean students miss out
on key learning, end-of-day routines, and reminders.

We kindly ask families to schedule appointments outside school hours where
possible and take family holidays during term breaks. If your child has high
absences or you are facing challenges with regular attendance, please
reach out—we are here to support you.

Let’s continue working together to ensure every student gets the most out of
every school day.
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Coming Together To Learn 

Attendance Matters - Every Day Counts...cont



The safety of our students, families, and staff is our top priority. We kindly
remind all members of our school community to follow road rules and park
safely and legally around the school grounds. Please avoid parking across
driveways, near school crossings, or in no-stopping zones, as this can create
dangerous situations—particularly for children walking, riding, or being
pushed in prams.

We also ask all drivers to slow down, stay alert, and be patient during drop-
off and pick-up times. A few extra minutes can make a big difference in
keeping our community safe.

Thank you for helping us create a safe and respectful environment for
everyone.

A reminder to all parents that students riding bikes or scooters to and from
school must wear a helmet at all times. Wearing a helmet is not only
essential for your safety, but it is also a legal requirement in Victoria. 

Additionally, riders must be at least 16 years of age to use an eScooter.
Students who arrive at school without a helmet or who are using an eScooter
will not be permitted to ride home at the end of the day, and a parent or
carer will be contacted to collect the bike, scooter, or eScooter. We
appreciate your support in keeping everyone safe and ensuring these
important rules are followed.
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Reminder: Safe Driving and Parking 

Around School

Reminder: Riding to School



 

Coming Together To Learn 

Summary of Recent School Council Meeting – Wednesday 23  Aprilrd

The first meeting for our 2025 School Council was held on Wednesday 23  April.
Please congratulate our newly elected office bearers: 

rd

President: Amanda McGregor 
Vice President: Vicki Fontaine
Treasurer: Irene Nesci
Secretary: Katrina Lamers

We need YOU!
Did you know you can be a part of the important work of the School Council?! 
The Gaayip-Yagila Primary School Council has several sub committees that
welcome any parents or community members. These subcommittees have the
potential to make a significant impact on the quality of your child’s school
experience. There is so much we can achieve for our school and children with your
assistance.

Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Committee Convener: Amanda MacGregor

The Building and Grounds committee is responsible for making sure our school’s
grounds and buildings are well maintained. This includes planning and implementing
improvements to school grounds, reviewing quotes for works to the grounds and
generating new ideas for the improvements of the school grounds.

Education Committee 
Committee Convener: Katrina Lamers

The Education committee is responsible for supporting and advising on matters
related to teaching, learning, and student outcomes. Its role is to assist in the
development, review, and implementation of educational policies and programs,
monitor progress against the school’s Annual Implementation Plan, and provide
input into curriculum and wellbeing priorities. By providing feedback and
recommendations, the sub-committee helps to shape educational decisions that
reflect the needs of the school community and align with Department of Education
guidelines.

School Council Update
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Coming Together To Learn 

Finance Committee 
Committee Convener: Irene Nesci

The Finance Committee is established to support School Council in overseeing the
school’s financial planning and management. Its role is to assist in the development
of the school budget, monitor income and expenditure, and ensure resources are
allocated in alignment with the school’s strategic priorities. The committee provides
advice and recommendations to School Council to ensure financial decisions are
responsible, transparent, and support improved student outcomes.

Fundraising Committee 
Committee Convener: Fatou Bitaye

The Fundraising Committee has two main areas:
 
1: It is responsible for initiating school fundraising and events. It will also seek to
raise funds through other avenues and such as applying for grants and other
fundraising activities. The committee will also propose potential uses of the funding
raised. 

2: Organise school community events to provide opportunities for the school and
community to engage with each other, building a positive, enjoyable and inclusive
culture, as well as support the Student V.O.I.C.E reps in engaging with the parents to
participate in school life. 

If you are interested in joining one of these committees, please contact our
administration team for more information.

Additionally, the council endorsed the 2025 Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) and
the 2024 Annual Report. These documents will be available via the school website at
the conclusion of the quality assurance process.

We still have one parent vacancy. If you are interested in joining our school council,
please email gaayip.yagila.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

School Council Update... cont
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DIGITECH
Empowering Learning

At GYPS in Years 3 & 4, we’re embracing the power of technology through
our Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) initiative - an approach that allows
student to use their personal iPad as part of their learning in the
classroom. 
Our goal is simple: to create a more engaging, personalised, and future-
ready classroom. BYOD supports a learning envioronment where students
can access digital resources, collaborate and build tech skills that are
essential in today’s word. Our teachers are integrating technology in
thoughtful ways - whether it’s using interactive apps for math practice,
conducting research for science projects, or creating multimedia
presentations in Literacy. With school- wide internet safety filtersand
classroom management tools, we ensure that students stay on task and
safe online. 
We understand that not every family may have access to a device, and
we’re committed to supporting all students equally. School-loaned
devices are available to ensure students can participate in small groups to
complete the activities. 
Ultimately, BYOD isn’t about the technology—it’s about using the right
tools to inspire learning, creativity, and independence. We’re excited to
partner with you in preparing students for success in a digital world.

“We like to use our iPad so we can see the images and draw our
pictures easier” (Max)

“It helps me write more than 1 page because you can see the work
in front of you” (Yuvi) 

“Using the iPad gives me a visual and it is easier to do my work as I
can see all the information in one place. I also get more ideas”
(Evaan) 

“I can practice my Maths at home using the Maths apps on my iPad,
I don’t need to have all the things (materials) I have at school”
(Maximus) 

“I like using the pencil as it helps to do my homework at home with
dad. I don’t have to remember to bring my homework book to
school” (Charlotte)

How BYOD is Enhancing Classrooms at GYPS

What the students think



Researched information
report on Giant Cassowaries
- Aurora

practice maths skills being taught to
show their understanding of strategies
to share with their teacher for
immediate feedback - Lachlan

completing the jump strategy for
addition & showing how to do it -
Haniya

A poster I created on my iPad about my
favourite books - Affan

insert a photo of my drawing into my
presentation using my iPad - Yen

What students do



T u e s d a y  1 8 t h  M a r c h
9 . 3 0 a m  a n d  4 . 3 0 p m

T h u r s d a y  1 s t  M a y

9 . 3 0 a m  a n d  4 . 0 0 p m

M o n d a y  2 6 t h  M a y

9 . 3 0 a m  a n d  4 . 0 0 p m

W e d n e s d a y  2 n d  A p r i l
9 . 3 0 a m  a n d  4 . 3 0 p m

W e d n e s d a y  1 4 t h  M a y

9 . 3 0 a m  a n d  4 . 3 0 p m

F r i d a y  1 3 t h  J u n e

9 . 3 0 a m  a n d  4 . 0 0 p m

ENROLMENTS
OPEN 2026

SCHOOL TOURS

BOOK A TOUR NOW
S c a n  t h e  Q R  c o d e  b e l o w  o r  v i s i t

s i g n u p . c o m / g o / u i G v z v N

CONTACT US
( 0 3 )  9 2 1 6  3 2 0 0
g y p s . v i c . e d u . a u

g a a y i p . y a g i l a . p s @ e d u c a t i o n . v i c . g o v . a u

INFO EVENING
W E D N E S D A Y ,  1 1 t h  J U N E   

V i s i t  
s i g n u p . c o m / g o / M A E W f x g  

ENROLMENT FORMS DUE BY 25TH OF JULY 

http://signup.com/go/uiGvzvN
http://signup.com/go/uiGvzvN
https://signup.com/go/MAEWfxg
https://signup.com/go/MAEWfxg
https://signup.com/go/MAEWfxg


INFORMATION AND
ENROLMENT EVENING

F O U N D A T I O N  2 0 2 6  N O W  O P E N

GAAYIP-YAGILA
PRIMARY SCHOOL

G A A Y I P - Y A G I L A  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L
W E D N E S D A Y  1 1 T H  J U N E

6 . 0 0 P M

Gaayip-Yagila Primary School’s commitment
to excellence will empower students to

become connected, engaged and
collaborative learners. 

W E D N E S D A Y ,  1 1 t h  J U N E  
V i s i t

s i g n u p . c o m / g o / M A E W f x g  

https://signup.com/go/MAEWfxg
https://signup.com/go/MAEWfxg
https://signup.com/go/MAEWfxg
https://signup.com/go/MAEWfxg


Guess the
number of

lollies in the
lolly jar at each

gate! 

Come prepared to
explore the fascinating

world of numbers,
discover new math tricks,
and engage in hands-on
activities that will make

math come alive!
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On Friday 9  May, we are excited to be taking a number of students to
participate in the District Cross Country Event. 

th

The event will be held at Merrifield Recreation Reserve. Students will be
participating in races which range from 2-3km. We wish all the below students
the best of luck!

District Cross Country

 



Library News
Welcome to the April edition of library news.
I hope you all had a wonderful term break! 

Our new library is starting to fill up with new
books, which is exciting for our staff and
students. It’s lovely to see how students love
to come to the library and read their
favourite books!

Students would have received a copy of the
Scholastic book club catalogue by now. Please
refer to my announcement from last week on
how to order. 

A friendly reminder to ensure your child
returns their library books on time to avoid
missing out on borrowing a new book and
falling into the overdue category. 

That’s all from the library.

Kind regards,
Sok (Ms D)
Library Technician 





Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Gaayip-Yagila Primary School is excited
to be taking part! 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 and aims to help young readers
develop a lifelong love of reading.  It is not a competition; it is a personal challenge for children to
read a set number of books by 5 September 2025.

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books.

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian
Premier and former Premiers.

This year, the Challenge is celebrating its 20th anniversary with the theme ‘20 years of words and
wonder’ and a year of special activities. For details, follow the Victorian Premiers' Reading Challenge
Facebook

Since it began in 2005, more than 4.5 million young readers have taken part and together read more
than 63 million books!

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about the Victorian
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge 
You can also contact our school’s Challenge coordinator at gaayip.yagila.ps@education.vic.gov.au
with any questions. 

Happy reading!

https://www.facebook.com/VicPRC/
https://www.facebook.com/VicPRC/
http://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge




We’ve been teaching 
children and adults 

to swim and survive in
deep water since 1972!

LEARN TO SWIM
WITH THE 






