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Dear Families,

Welcome to Term 2 Week 1. I would like to take this opportunity to warmly welcome
everyone to Term 2. I hope you enjoyed the holiday break celebrating Easter, the end of
Ramadan or simply spending time with family and friends. 

Term 2 is an 11 week term with lots on! Get your diary’s out, write in the events for your
family and be ready for another great term at Gaayip-Yagila Primary School. Some events
we look forward to include:

Year 3 and 4 swimming program
Family Maths night
Open morning and afternoons
School tours
Mother's Day Stall

To ensure you stay on top of our key information I encourage you to read through our
fortnightly newsletters and review the ‘Calendar of Events’ page. 

We welcome a number of new staff to our school for the start of Term 2.

Ms Betty Tzelepis has joined our wellbeing team. 
Ms Nadine Vivera will be teaching Year 2D.
Ms Farzina Farnaaz will be teaching Science.

Over the holidays, we have seen some exciting works completed at school:

Our Kitchen Garden initiative continues to progress. The space has had the rock moved
and levelled. The next stage of the project will see pavers laid and the garden beds
filled in readiness for planting.
Theatre Wall Project in the gym has been completed, enhancing our facilities for
various school events. Alongside the theatre wall, the PA system has been revitalised
with a new system in place. In the future, our assemblies will be able to display
presentations and information onto the screens. 

Again, welcome back and we wish your children a great term of growth and achievement!

Kind Regards
Cassy Hoggins
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Morning Drop off

We welcome our students into their classrooms from 8:50am each
morning. The purpose of this is:

To provide students with a structured entry into school each day.1.
To ensure learning begins at exactly 9:00am each day.2.
Part of a broader strategy to improve student attendance to school.3.

To support this, I ask for your support in ensuring that your child/ren
arrive between 8:40am and 8:50am.

Your children are independent learners and from Foundation upwards
should carry their own school bag, enter their classroom independently,
unpack their bags and start their learning on their own. As a class,
students develop collaborative processes and routines for to follow and
these are displayed in the classroom. We strive for excellence and set high
expectations for our children in developing their independence. 

Uniform

As the weather begins to cool down a reminder that student should
transition to wearing the Winter Uniform. Students may wear:
-The Winter tunic and blouse with tights 
-Tracksuit pants / pants with the school polo
The Summer dress and skorts/shorts with tights is not acceptable Winter
uniform. Our uniform has been agreed to by our School Council and it is
an expectation that all students wear the correct items.

Hats are to be worn until the end of April and on days where the UV is
rated higher than 3.

Please ensure all jumpers and jackets are labelled so that they can be
returned if they are misplaced.
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Remembrance Celebration – Anzac Day

As we approach Anzac Day on April 25th, our school community prepares
to commemorate the courage and sacrifice of Australian and New
Zealand soldiers. This significant day offers us an opportunity to reflect on
the service and dedication of those who have served and continue to
serve our nations.

During our observance of Anzac Day, we will be paying homage to this
solemn occasion through various activities. Students will have the chance
to engage with key poems and writings such as "In Flanders Fields" by
John McCrae and "The Ode of Remembrance." These poignant works
remind us of the sacrifice made by our servicemen and women and the
importance of honouring their memory.

Additionally, we will be holding a special ceremony with students featuring
the playing of the Last Post, a haunting melody that symbolizes the end of
the day's activities for soldiers. This solemn moment provides an
opportunity for reflection and remembrance as we honour the bravery
and resilience of those who have served.

We encourage all students to participate in our Anzac Day activities as we
come together as a school community to commemorate this important
day in our nation's history.
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A message from the Deputy Premier, the Hon Ben Carroll
MP, Minister for Education

I would like to extend my warm wishes to every school community
across Victoria, and thank all school leaders, teachers and support
staff for their enormous efforts to deliver a high standard of public
education.

 I have pre-recorded a short video message that speaks to parents
and carers about the importance of the second school term for
learning, along with a few helpful reminders.

 Warm regards

The Hon. Ben Carroll MP
Deputy Premier
Minister for Education
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https://v6.education.vic.gov.au/ch/100821/8nptd/2949/IIpSspbuyQBuxmgdAvcZpHskEHG8ygRvxjfTrxGV.html
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MEET OUR SCHOOL CAPTAIN

N a m e :  M e h u l

P o s i t i o n :  S c h o o l  C a p t a i n  

W h a t  b e i n g  a  s c h o o l  c a p t a i n  m e a n s  t o  y o u :  
I  t h i n k  i t  m e a n s  b e i n g  a  r o l e  m o d e l  t o  t e a c h  o u r  y o u n g e r
s t u d e n t s  h o w  t o  a c t .

S o m e t h i n g  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  i m p r o v e  a t  G Y P S  w h i l e  y o u  a r e
s c h o o l  c a p t a i n :  
I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  i m p r o v e  h o w  m u c h  r u b b i s h  i s  i n  t h e  y a r d  a n d
m a k i n g  p e o p l e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r u l e s  o f  w h e r e  t o
e a t .

F a v o u r i t e  S u b j e c t  a t  s c h o o l :  P E

S o m e t h i n g  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  g e t  b e t t e r  a t  t h i s  y e a r  a n d  w h y :  
I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  g e t  b e t t e r  a t  h a n d w r i t i n g  b e c a u s e  s o m e t i m e s  i t
g e t s  a  b i t  m e s s y

F a v o u r i t e  B o o k :  S t e v e  S m i t h  ( b i o g r a p h y )

F a v o u r i t e  S p o r t :  C r i c k e t

F a v o u r i t e  C o l o u r :  G r e e n

F a v o u r i t e  F o o d :  P i z z a

W h a t  j o b  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h a v e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e :  
I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e  a  c r i c k e t ,  a n d  i f  n o t  a  c r i c k e t e r  I  w o u l d  l i k e
t o  b e  a n  a c c o u n t a n t .
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2024 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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Library/Digital Technology Awards

Art Awards

Auslan Awards
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Science Awards

PE Awards





Student Support Group Meetings

Thank you to the parents/guardians that attended our Term 1 SSG Meetings. It
was a great opportunity to develop goals. We look forward to reviewing student
progress later in the term.

Clubs Program

A reminder that our Clubs Program runs every recess and lunch for students to
participate in a range of supervised activities. It is a great way to build social skills
and explore areas of interest. 

. 
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORT

WELLBEING UPDATE

  A P R I L  1 8 T H  2 0 2 4  |  V O L . 4   I S S U E  5



 

Coming Together To Learn 

Leading Teacher – Inclusion

We welcome Betty Tzelepis to the Wellbeing Team. Katherine Finey will be on
Maternity Leave and we wish her well.

Hello GYPS community,

My name is Betty Tzelepis and I will be taking over form Katherine when she goes
on leave in a few weeks. I am new to GYPS and have transferred across form
Whittlesea PS where I was the Wellbeing Leader for the last eight years. I have
taught all year levels over my 30 years with the Department of Education. I am
excited to be starting at GYPS and getting to know the students, families and staff.
I believe that as educators we are in a very privileged position to share the
educational journey with all of our families. 

As the Leading Teacher for Inclusion I will liaise with Teachers, Parents, Allied
Health and other professionals working in the Department of Education to
accommodate and support students’ various needs. I am so excited to continue to
build inclusive learning environment where all students feel safe, valued and
heard, allowing them to reach their potential. 

. 
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Attendance Update

Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s
education. Students learn new things at school every day – missing school puts
them behind. There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day of
school that a student misses puts them behind, and can affect their educational
outcomes and social friendships. Coming to school every day is vital.
Parents are legally required to ensure their child attends school every day
and to provide an explanation for their child’s absence from school. 

SCHOOL IS BETTER WHEN YOUR CHILD IS THERE

Why it’s important:
We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a
great education begin with students coming to school each and every day. If
students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills
that will set them up for success in the later years of school. There is no safe
number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind
and can affect their educational outcomes. Each missed day is associated with
progressively lower achievement in numeracy, writing and reading.

Getting in early
Attendance patterns are established early – a child regularly missing days in the early
years of school will often continue to miss classes in the later years and receive lower
test scores than their classmates. It’s vital that students go to school every day – even in
the early years of primary school.

. 
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BEING AWAY FROM SCHOOL FOR ONE DAY A FORTNIGHT EQUALS MISSING
1.5 YEARS OVER 13 YEARS OF SCHOOL

Notify the school of your child’s absence:
Protecting the safety and wellbeing of children through the reporting and
monitoring of absenteeism is the responsibility of both parents/carers and
schools. Please remember to log your child’s absence using our school’s IT
platform Xuno or call the school on 9216 3200 early in the morning if your child is
going to be away or late for school so your child’s absence can be recorded
correctly.

Breakfast Club
We enjoyed seeing everyone’s faces on Tuesday morning beginning their day
right with some breaky at Breakfast Club!

We all understand the importance of breakfast in providing students with a good
start to the day, ensuring they are ready to learn. Our Term 2 menu includes
cereal, toast, fruit, baked beans/spaghetti and milo/smoothies, which have been
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. A special thank you to our incredible Breakfast
Club volunteer staff for their hard work in making the mornings run so smoothly.

Breakfast club is open 8:15am – 8:45am every Tuesday and Thursday.

Harmony Day Review
Thursday 21st March was Harmony Day at Gaayip-Yagila Primary – and what a
great day it was! Harmony Day is an opportunity for all Australians to embrace
cultural diversity and share what we all have in common.

Students were invited to wear cultural dress or the colour orange. Gaayip-Yagila
was a sea of orange in some classrooms – and many students proudly wore their
cultural dress. In classrooms students shared stories and their cultural dress. All
students then participated in cross age activities – sharing their language and
family background with a buddy from a different class and then learning and
playing traditional games from Indonesia, China, and Zimbabwe. Students
focused on getting along and getting to know someone new – it looked like they
had a lot of fun!
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In the afternoon all classes welcomed families in to share in the message of
Harmony Day. Families shared in learning about body decoration in different
parts of the world – and participated in craft activity. 

Thank you to everyone for making Harmony Day at Gaayip-Yagila such a
success! Look out for our display in the Administration Office which will be coming
soon!

  

Wellbeing Team!
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Foundation:

Foundation scientists begin a new adventure in science through Earth and
Space science in Term 2. We will be focussed on investigating day and night,
different kinds of weather and the seasons we live through in Australia. We are
looking forward to some hands on activities and participating in some
investigations. 

Grade 1/ 2:

Welcome to Term 2 science. This term your budding scientists are entering the
exciting world of chemical science! In term 2, we’ll delve into fundamental
concepts like chemical and physical changes, properties of materials, and
simple experiments that can ignite a passion for discovery in your child. This
week we are focussing on physical changes of materials. We are concentrating
on participating in experiments and activities that direct learning and
encourage safety. This week we tore paper to show a physical change.
 

Coming Together To Learn 

SCIENCE NEWS
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Grade 3/ 4:

Welcome to Term 2, Grade 3 / 4 will be dedicated to unravelling the mysteries of
states of matter and the captivating world of chemistry! Throughout term 2, we’ll
explore the concepts of solids, liquids, and changing states of matter, along with
engaging experiments to inspire your young scientists. We will be focussing on
conducting some experiments with expectations around safety and engaging
with the scientific process. This week we explored what a solid and a liquid is, we
made oobleck. 

Grade 5/ 6: 

Term 2 science, we will be solving the mysteries of chemical reactions and
exploring the dynamic world of chemistry with your grade 5/6 student! During
term 2, we’ll delve into the captivating realm of chemical reactions, including how
they relate to changing states of matter. We will be participating in learning
about changing states of matter through a variety of processes. We are
developing students engagement with the scientific process and conducting
experiments to display knowledge. This week we looked at melting, using ice. 

Science Team!



Wrapping up Term 1:
Foundation 

Students in Foundation completed their first round of ongoing assessment for
reporting purposes. Our youngest students learned about warm and cool
colours. Warm colours being our yellows, orange, pink and red colours and our
cool colours which remind us of the cool water- that being our blues, greens
and purple colours. 

Congratulations to our Foundation students for working on their hand eye
coordination of holding the paint brush and trying their best to use warm and
cool colours to correctly paint in the foreground and background of the fish
drawing. 

Year 1-2

Our Years 1-2 students were very engaged in completing their Sea Creature
Drawings which will be collated by the art teachers and used to create a class
book for each grade. 

Students demonstrated a fantastic ability to look at sea creature images to
draw and create their posters and then add facts about their creature. They
enthusiastically painted the backgrounds with watercolour paint and used
Sharpie markers to add further details to engage their audience. 
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS



Year 3-6

In the last two weeks of the term students in Years 3-6 continued working on
their anti-pollution posters and advertisements, with students being heavily
involved in drawing, cutting, pasting and tearing paper to create layers and
special effects in their posters. 

Congratulations to our students who demonstrated outstanding Excellence by
listening to teacher feedback and trying their absolute best to create creative,
inspiring posters urging people to keep our oceans and animals safe. Below are
some of the amazing pieces of work our students have created so far.
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VISUAL ARTS NEWS



Term 2

This term we start an exciting unit of study on graphic art in Video games. This
week students learnt about the different types of games and compared the
quality of artwork in these platforms. They looked at the work of Australian
Aboriginal artist Pheobe Watson and then created their own pixel art character
by following guided instructions. 

GYPS Arts Team
Ilkay Yagcioglu, Marni Harris & Lauren Hogg.
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LIBRARY NEWS



Friday 26th April 

ANZAC theme Hot Dog Day - $7 

1 hot dog – traditional or halal option (Vegetarian option – 2
medium sized spring rolls) 

1 drink – options are water, apple juice, orange juice, apple and 
black current juice, tropical juice, milk, choc milk, strawberry milk, 

or a slushie 
2 x ANZAC cookies 

                                            Sauce additional. 

Order online using the flexischools app 





Dear Parent/Guardian,

As you know, chess is a mind game that stimulates the brain development. As educators, it is our responsibility to
providestudents withlifeskills.Ourstudents needtobeabletoevaluateandreason,solveproblemsquickly,be
strategists and effective planners to become self-sufficient thinkers and self-starters.

Classes will be weekly. For this term, it will be held on Thursdays. There will be 8 classes in a term.

How does chess help you?

● CognitiveSkillsDevelopment:Chesspromotescriticalthinking&problem-solvingskills,requiringchildrento
plan and strategize their moves.
● EnhancedMemoryandConcentration:Thegameencouragesthedevelopmentofmemoryand
concentration as kids need to remember rules, patterns, and opponent moves.
● ImprovedAcademicPerformance:Chesshasbeenlinkedtoenhancedmathematicalskillsandbetter
academic performance, possibly due to the analytical and strategic nature of the game.

● SocialandEmotionalGrowth:Playingchessteacheskidsvaluablesocialskills,suchasgoodsportsmanship,
patience, and the ability to handle both success and failure gracefully.
● LifeSkillsandHabits:Chessinstillsimportantlifeskills,includingpersistence,adaptability,andthehabitof
making decisions under time constraints, which can be beneficial in various aspects of their lives.

Class Details:

8 classes each term. Will be held weekly on Thursdays.

Commencing Thursday May 2nd 2024
Class Timing: 3:20pm - 4:20pm
Venue: Biik Building
Cost: $80 per term
Please note:

- If more than 2 consecutive classes are missed a credit may be forwarded to the following term
- Min 8 students are required for classes to commence
- Payments can be made by cash or using payID 0450698014. Payments to be made before the second week of class.

Please fill out the enrolment form at the earliest.
Enrolment form: https://forms.gle/tUENxwTdq5QJ1FKf6

https://forms.gle/tUENxwTdq5QJ1FKf6



