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Dear Families

Welcome to Term 2 Week 9! I hope you all enjoyed the recent long weekend. Over
the past few weeks it appears that the beautiful weather that we have been lucky
to have had over Autumn has come to an end with the arrival of Winter. With the
cold and wet weather setting in, please know that we adjust our recess breaks
accordingly. Too wet or too windy or both – we have the break indoors, just as we
do during extreme heat!

We are excited to welcome Veni Arora, Kirrily Spencer and Shani Kamzi to our
staffing team. Our 3 new staff are replacing staff who have recently or will be
beginning parental leave. We are fortunate to have these staff beginning with us,
especially in light of the ongoing teacher shortage. 

As shared in the last newsletter, COVID 19 and the flu is currently prevalent across
our school community. We ask that if your child is displaying flu or COVID 19
symptoms, they are kept at home in an effort to minimise the spread of infection. 

Good luck to all the Year 4-6 athletes competing tomorrow at Sprint Athletics
track in Craigieburn. Mr Lesley and Mr Kimberley have planned a great day.
Please dress appropriately and take warm clothes and even a raincoat just in
case. Thanks to all staff involved and to make this happen. 
 
A reminder that Friday the 28th June is the last day of Term 2. We will host our
end of term assembly 
At 1.30pm. Students will be dismissed at 2.10pm. 

Have a great fortnight.
ome to 

Kind Regards 

Cassy Hoggins

GAAYIP-YAGILA
PRIMARY SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
THE LATEST EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR

OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY

LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Coming Together To Learn 
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Refugee week

Refugee Week is an annual celebration to recognise and showcase the
contributions of refugees in enriching our communities and culture. In 2024,
Refugee week is acknowledged from Sunday 16th June until Saturday 22nd June. 
 
This year’s theme is ‘Finding Freedom: Family’. The theme highlights the
importance of family, near and far. This includes extended and chosen families,
neighbours and support systems in Australia that make the journey to safety
possible and give hope in times of uncertainty.
 
Join communities around Australia to recognise and celebrate the resilience and
strength of students and families from refugee backgrounds. A range of activities
to engage in can be found at Refugee Week Events Calendar - Refugee Council of
Australia
 

Communicating with the School
 
There are a few ways of communicating with the school, depending on who you
need to contact and why. 

General questions or inquiries:

By phone during business hours: 9216 3200 or 
By email: gaayip.yagila.ps@education.vic.gov.au When you send an email our
administration team direct it to the most appropriate person. 

Directly to the teacher
 
Just a reminder some mornings, staff can be busy preparing their class for the day’s
teaching and learning programs and may not have the time to chat. Likewise, this can occur
in the afternoon as staff have scheduled meetings. By scheduling an appointment, staff and
families can dedicate time to connect.

Email directly to the teacher using Xuno. 
Contact the administration office and they will take a message for the teacher to phone
you back when they are not teaching.

Information about what’s happening at school comes out weekly in our school newsletter
which is sent out via Xuno and can also be found on our school website.

Xuno is our main form of communication. This is how all announcements and messages will
be sent. Other resources and information can also be found on our school website including
a school calendar of upcoming events. www.gyps.vic.edu.au

Our school Facebook page is also a way we may celebrate school events and activities
(there is only one official page so please ensure you are not taking information that may
not be accurate or up to date from any other pages). 

Coming Together To Learn 

https://action.refugeecouncil.org.au/rw_events
https://action.refugeecouncil.org.au/rw_events
mailto:gaayip.yagila.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.gyps.vic.edu.au/


refugeeweek.org.au #RefugeeWeekAU

Refugee Week
16-22 June 2024
Finding Freedom: Family
To unconditional love
To strength in times of adversity
To unwavering bonds

Partners

Supporters

Find Out More Coordinated By Event Partner Principal Partner Major Partners

Acknowledgements

Originally from Democratic Republic of the Congo, Aline came to Australia after spending years in a refugee camp in Sudan. Pictured with her 2-year-old daughter Ashley in Toowoomba where they now reside.



Friday 14th June Year 4-6 Athletics Day

Wednesday 19th June School Council Meeting

Wednesday 26th June Foundation Wonderful Winter Science Incursion

Friday 28th June Last Day - 2.10pm finish

Monday 15th July First Day of Term 3

Friday 26th July Foundation 100 days of School

Wednesday 4th September Parent Teacher Interviews 11 - 6.30pm
Student Free Day

Friday 20th September Last Day - 2.10pm finish

Monday 7th October First Day of Term 4

Monday 4th November Student Free (Staff Reporting: VGSA requirement)

Tuesday 5th November Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

Friday 20th December Last Day - 1.10pm finish

TERM 3

TERM 4

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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TERM 2
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WELLBEING AWARDS
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Coming Together To Learn 

EXCELLENCE AWARDS





Student Support Group Meetings

Term 2 SSG Meetings commenced last week and will continue during Week 11. It is a
great opportunity to build upon the ongoing partnership between the school,
parents/carers, the student and relevant agencies. The groups have been working
together to plan and support the educational, health, social, cultural and emotional
wellbeing of students with diverse learning needs. 

Please remember the following important points:

A member of the Wellbeing Team will call you to book your meeting (onsite or
online) – please note the times will be when the classroom teacher is released from
their class
A link will be sent to your email prior to the meeting – please feel free to forward to
Allied Health Professionals
If you are unable to attend, please notify the office on 9216 3200
The completed IEP and SSG Minutes will be sent via Xuno

Attitude to School Survey

Our Year 4-6 students are currently completing AtoSS. The survey provides data that is
invaluable in understanding the student perspective of their school and to improve the
schooling experience.

Data collected includes how students feel in relation to their school, their learning, peer
relationships, resilience, bullying, health and wellbeing, physical activity, and life in
general.
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORT

WELLBEING UPDATE
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Cultural Inclusion – Possum Cloak Culture and Art

Our school obtained a grant to further support our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
students. Please see an update below. 

We are pleased to announce that we were successful in obtaining a grant to further
support our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students through a series of three
workshops designed to connect these students with Culture.

Our first workshop will start next week with a focus on Aboriginal Art Experiences with
Iluka Sax-Williams, a Taungurung Kulin Nation and Tibrean, Torres Strait Islander artist,
who is experienced in facilitating the sharing of Indigenous Culture and Art.  Iluka will
facilitate a series of workshops with our students, sharing Storytelling, the traditions of
Possum Skin Cloak making and burning on Possum Skin Leather.  He will yarn about
animal tracks and symbols that participants can transfer while burning and while telling
their own story.  We are excited that the Possum Cloak will be shared at our NAIDOC
week afternoon tea and Iluka will be in attendance to celebrate the event.

In Term 3, the students will have the opportunity to be involved in a series of creative
workshops through creating a performative piece working on identity and connecting
with Country with Sermsah Bin Saad, an experienced facilitator of traditional and
contemporary Aboriginal dance and theatre workshops.

We look forward to this opportunity for our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students to
connect with each other and participate in these workshops with these knowledgeable
facilitators.
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MHiPS (Mental Health in Primary Schools)

Support Services

If you or someone you know needs support you can contact: 

Triple Zero 
www.triplezero.gov.au 
000 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
In the event of an emergency, or if 
someone is at immediate risk of harm. 

The Orange Door (Broadmeadows) 
www.vic.gov.au/about-the-orange-door 
1800 271 151 
The Orange Door is a free service for 
adults, children and young people who 
are experiencing or have experienced 
family violence and families who need 
extra support with the care of their 
children. 

Kids Helpline 
www.kidshelpline.com.au 
1800 55 1800 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
Kids Helpline is Australia’s only free, 
24/7 phone and online counselling 
service for young people aged 5-25. 

ParentLine Victor ia 
https://services.dffh.vic.gov.au/parentli
ne 
13 22 89 
8am-midnight, seven days a week. 
ParentLine is a phone service for 
parents and carers of children from 
birth to 18 years old. They offer 
confidential and anonymous 
counselling and support on parenting 
issues. 

 

1800RESPECT
www.1800respect.org.au/
1800 737 732
24 hours a day, seven days a week.
The national domestic, family and
sexual violence counselling,
information and support service. 

Headspace
https://headspace.org.au/
1800 650 890
9am-1am, seven days a week.
Headspace is Australia’s National
Youth Mental Health Foundation,
providing early intervention mental
health services to 12-25 year olds. 

Lifeline
www.lifeline.org.au
13 11 14
Lifeline is a national charity
providing all Australians experience
a personal crisis with support to 24
hour crisis support and suicide
prevention services. 

Beyond Blue
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/
1300 224 636
24 hours a day, seven days a week.
Beyond Blue provides information
and support to help everyone in
Australia achieve their best
possible mental health. 

Elizabeth Morgan House
https://www.emhaws.org.au/
9482 5744
9am - 5pm Monday to Thursday;
9am - 4pm Friday
Elizabeth Morgan House provides
safe and secure accommodation,
support and counselling services to
Aboriginal women and children 

VACCA Preston
https://www.vacca.org/
9480 7300
Victorian Aboriginal Child Care
Agency.
A state-wide Aboriginal Community
Controlled Organisation, servicing
children, young people, families,
and community members. 



YEAR 3
OPEN

AFTERNOON

COME AND SEE US

Year 3 students are inviting
parents and familiy members to

view their learning.

WHEN: FRIDAY 21 JUNE 2:30PM
WHERE: YEAR 3 CLASSROOMS





Our curious preps have been on a journey through the seasons. The children have
been engaging in hands-on activities to understand the unique characteristics of each
season. They’ve been observing changes in the weather and having great discussions
using their 5 senses.

Students in grade one and two have been transformed into budding mix masters,
exploring the fascinating world of materials and mixtures. They've been investigating
how different materials can be combined and what happens when they are. From
simple experiments like mixing flour and rice bubbles to more complex ones like
combining vinegar and baking soda, oil, water and dishwashing detergent, the
students are learning about physical and chemical changes.

In grades three and four, students have been investigating the concepts of heating
and cooling. Through a series of experiments and practical applications, they are
learning about how temperature changes affect different materials. Activities have
included melting chocolate and creating insulation boxes.

Students in grades five and six have been investigating the processes of rusting and
dissolving. They are exploring the chemical reactions involved in these processes and
their implications in real-world scenarios. Experiments include observing how different
metals rust under various conditions and dissolving different substances in water to
understand solubility.

Science Team!
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SCIENCE NEWS



Visual Arts- Foundation

Students in Foundation have been working on improving their ability to draw, cut and
paste. They have learned about colour, shapes and lines. The following photos show
some of the trains that have been created in the past fortnight. Our Foundation
students should be very proud of themselves. 

Media Arts : Years 1-6

As we head to the end of the term students completing Media Arts have been
wrapping up their Pixel Art projects. Students in Years 1-6 planned, designed and
created their own special characters. Below are just some of the fabulous pieces of
artwork students have completed so far. 

Students should feel very proud of themselves for the engagement they have shown,
as well as the effort they have put into completing creative pieces, with 5 star
colouring. 

GYPS Arts Team
Ilkay Yagcioglu, Marni Harris & Lauren Hogg.
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VISUAL & MEDIA ART NEWS



Hello and welcome to the first iteration of the Digital Technology newsletter. Digital
Technology is a program that runs alongside the library program. It is a bi-weekly program in
which one-week students will have the library program and then the following week students
will have Digital Technology. Students have been working hard in both subjects this semester,
but in this newsletter, I want to finally shine a spotlight on the amazing learning which has
taken place. The subject of Digital Technology is designed to inspire and support students
into becoming digitally savvy. Students have learnt skills and knowledge about sorting and
organising, binary, pixels and students have even had the opportunity to use laptops to create
digital pixel art with google sheets and excel. Digital Technology is becoming a mainstay, and
students cannot get enough of it. 

This semester, Foundation students have learnt to sort and organise items, whether it be
pencils, clothes or shapes. They have developed an understanding of order and process to
support their comprehension when they start using computers. Year 1 and 2 students have
also learnt how to sort and organise data, as well as learning the origins and use of
emoticons in coding. The students have designed their own emojis and used their knowledge
of order to decode messages written in emoticons. This process is slowly getting students
ready to use computers and programs optimally.. Year 3 and 4 students have focused on
binary and pixels. Students have learnt that binary is a language that computers use and that
it uses 1s and 0s to communicate and store information. This understanding has then allowed
students to comprehend pixels and how screens can show colours. Students also completed
pixel art using computers on the programs google sheets and excel.  Year 5 and 6 students
have also focused on binary and pixels but on a deeper level. Students have learnt how and
why binary works and the function of wires in sending and processing signals. The cohort has
also explored the inner workings of computers and how each part of a computer works in
delivering and storing information. Similarly, students have also created pixel art using
computers on programs such as google sheets, excel and Piskel. 

It has been a blast teaching technology this semester, and we have so much more to share
and learn in both the Library and Digital Technology programs. We can't wait to continue
inspiring and sharing our love of learning with everyone. As always, thank you for being a
part of this lovely community. We’re excited to share future news with you about Term 3. 

Kind regards
Coen Fitzgerald, Rushani Jude, Molica Yea, Mary-Anne Pontikis
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TECHNOLOGY NEWS



Hello readers! 

Welcome back to June’s library edition.
In this month’s library edition, there are new picture story books on the shelves. Just
to name a few, My Little Star, If you’re happy and you know it!, Head, Shoulders,
Knees and Toes, What the Fluffy Bunny said to the Growly Bear and more. 

A friendly reminder that our school runs library club on Monday’s and Thursday’s
during lunch time. This gives the opportunity for our little bookworms to come in for a
read or borrow a book. If your child is interested in attending the library club, please
ensure they have their black library bag in their school bag along with the borrowed
book to return. Do encourage your child to come to this club, if they don’t want to
play outside. 

That’s it for this month, until next time, keep reading and keep learning! 

Warm Regards
Library Team
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LIBRARY NEWS







CHESS CLASSES








